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WASHINGTON — How should
you talk to your children about
sex? A new government Web
site gives parents advice on
how to persuade their youngsters
to avoid sex, that "abstinence is
the healthiest choice." That's
dictatingvalues,say organizations
ranging from the American Civil
Liberties Union to gay rights
groups, andtheywantthesitetak
en down.

But Michael Leavitt, secretary of
the Health and Human Services
Department, saystheWebsiteison
target.

The site was designed for
parents who are embarrassed
about talking with their children
about sex, Leavitt said in a state
ment.

"Parents have a tremendous
amount of influence on their

ie Health and Human .
lices sex talkWebsite is

„ #.4parents.goi^ 7
IBe site for the Sexuality

Information and Education
Co&cil of the UnitedStat%
is www.slecus.or0.

children, and we want them
to talk with their teens about
abstinence so that they can
stay safe and healthy," he
said.'

Promoting abstinence is fine,
said Monica Rodriguez of the
Sexuality Information and
Education Council of the United
States, but the government should
also address the needs of
teenagers ^ho are already

abused.
For example, she said Thursday,

the site should promote the prop
er use of contraceptives, and it
should not imply that homosex
uality is wrong by encouraging
parents of gay or lesbianchildren
to consult a therapist.

"By and large, it's a Web site
that believes in abstinence until
marriage," said Rodriguez,whose
advocacy group promotes
comprehensivesexual education.
"Everything on the Web site*
is designed to promote that
value and help parents . com
municate that value to their
children."

Her 41-year-old organization as
well as the ACLU, the National Ed
ucation Association and more
than 100 other advocacy groups
are asking HHS to take down the

said he was not surprised certain
groups dislike the site.

"They've always opposed us on
the issue of abstinence. That's
fine,"Piercesaid. "Onething we do
know about abstinence is that if
youpracticeit,youwillnothavean
unintended pregnancy or risk
catching a sexually transmitted
disease."

The site advises parents to tell
their teens why they should not
have sex: "Tell them abstinence is
the healthiest choice. They will
not have to worry about getting
pregnant or getting someone
pregnant. They will not have to
worryabout sexuallytransmitted
diseases, including HIV/AIDS.
Nor will they have to worry
that the person they are dating is
onlyinterestedin thembecauseof
sex."

teen mothers iiever finish high
school. Teenlmothers and their
babies are radre likely to. have
health problems. And families
started byteeji'mothers are more
likely to be poor and end up on
welfare." f-

For parents ofteenagers ahready
having sex, there is a section on
contraceptioi^

But Rodriguez said that section
promotes uns&e sex rather than
s^e sex. I

The site de®ribes condoms as
imperfect, saj^gthey can break
or be used inrorrectly, and it in
cludes a charfeof whether a con
dom protects fflittle, some or a lot
against varioiS sexually transmit
teddiseases. I

"There's ttos misconception
that giving yJung people nega
tive information about contra-

libtlo have sexuanntercourse.
when all it will do is encourage |
themnottohavecontraception, so j
the strategy backfires," Rodriguez i
said. /

Patrick Fagan, a research fellow i
at theHeritage Foundation, a con- |
servative think tank, said the Web j
site's information about condoms f
looked accurate. f

"This is standard, straightfor- J
ward research on the effectiveness 1
of condoms," he said. {

The groups protesting the Web |
site also contend it is biased |
against gays and lesbians. |

The site says: "If you believe t
your adolescent may be gay, or is
experiencing difficulties with geh- i
deridentity orsexual orientation is-1
sues, consider seeingafamily ther-j
apist who shares your values to.
clarifyand work through these is
sues.'


